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The City of Delano Parks and Trails Plan is intended to set forth a vision of a fully 
developed park, trail, and open space system.  This vision is based on the natural and 
historic characteristics of the community, existing park and trail facilities, and the City’s 
projected needs for the future.   The objective of this plan is two-fold. 

1. Short Term Focus.   Under the current economy and financial conditions, the 
City of Delano is not in the position to undertake significant capital improvements 
in the creation of new parks and athletic facilities.  In this regard, this plan is 
intended to define projects, improvements, and strategies to expand and enhance 
the use potential within the City’s existing park system. 

2. Long Term Focus.   With further recovery of the economy, this plan will also 
identify long range parks and trails needs that will serve the City’s recreational 
programs, contribute to the public enjoyment, and promote healthy lifestyles of 
Delano residents. 

The plan is being funded through a grant received from LiveWright, a program of Wright 
County Human Services, distributing the proceeds of a grant from the Statewide Health 
Improvement Program (SHIP), a program of the State of Minnesota.  The grants were 
distributed with the intent of facilitating improvements to healthy lifestyles.  For Delano, 
the grant funds are helping the community focus on opportunities to provide and 
enhance its park and trail system in Delano. 

The City of Delano completed a Land Use Plan update in 2002 that projected future 
growth areas and development parameters for the near term.  This Parks and Trails 
Plan is intended to address immediate recreational needs, as well as work in 
conjunction with future land uses and the growth areas, anticipating a build-out of its 
recreational infrastructure based on the expanded population of the City.  As the growth 
areas are developed, the City needs to keep in mind future park and recreation needs 
as identified within this planning document. 

Through the proactive implementation of these goals and plans, the City of Delano will 
be able to establish a high-quality, comprehensive network of recreational spaces that 
contribute to the quality of life within the community, promote healthy lifestyles, and 
preserve and build the community’s overall identity. 



Park and Trail Perspectives and Issues 

City of Delano 2011 Parks and Trails Plan 
Page 2 

Through the 2011 Delano Parks and Trails Plan Survey, interviews with City staff, the 
School District, Community Education, and physical inspections of the parks and trails, 
the following perspectives were offered. 

COMMUNITY SURVEY

Through March and April 2011, Delano residents were encouraged to participate in an 
on-line park and trail survey.  This survey was designed to solicit public input on the 
development of the community park and trail system.  Through the end of April, the City 
had received 108 responses.  The following perspectives were offered on the City’s 
park and trail system: 

1. Ninety-four percent of the respondents agree that parks are essential to our 
community for better quality of life. 

2. Fifty-six percent of the respondents agree that the City should focus its 
investments on existing parks rather than building new facilities or amenities.  
Twenty-two percent disagree with this statement.  Based on the pattern of 
responses, it is likely that the minority opinion is reflective of the City’s more 
isolated neighborhoods where there haven’t been convenient park facilities 
constructed.

3. Seventy-six percent of the respondents agree that it is important to continue to 
add to the City’s walking and biking paths.  Most emphasized the need to create 
safer street crossings. 

4. In ranking Delano’s current park facilities, 37.1 percent of the respondents were 
very satisfied with 50.6 percent being somewhat satisfied.  The City’s current 
recreational programs received similar satisfaction ratings with 38.6 percent of 
respondents very satisfied and 57.8 percent somewhat satisfied.  This high 
satisfaction rating illustrates that Delano has done well in providing quality 
programs and facilities to address its residents recreational needs. 

5. Consistent with the sport association interviews, the majority of the survey 
respondents indicate that the City park they most frequently use is Central Park.
The neighborhood park users frequently all maintain a similar user response. 

6. The majority of respondents access their neighborhood parks by walking or 
biking. Users of Central Park are divided evenly between walking and biking or 
driving.
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7. The survey respondents identified the following amenities as the items they most 
frequently use: 

 a. Walking/Bike Path  71.7% 
 b. Playground Equipment 60.0% 
 c. Tiger Activity Center 36.5% 

 The facilities respondents used the least are: 

 a. Indoor Ice Rink  80.0% 
 b. Lacrosse/Soccer Field 78.9% 
 c. Basketball Courts  77.8% 
 d. Tennis Courts  73.6% 

8. The survey respondents rank the following park types in order of priority: 

 Passive Community Park  59.7% 
 Natural Areas   58.6% 
 Neighborhood Park   57.8% 
 Active Community Ballfields 53.6% 
 Tot Lots    34.1% 

9. The survey respondents offered the following trail priority rating: 

 Overland Trails/Natural Corridor 66.6% 
 Trails in Street Rights-of-Way 65.9% 

10. When asked if they would be supportive of a property tax levy to help finance the 
acquisition and development of major park facilities and improvements, they 
responded as follows as to the amount that they could support being added to 
their annual property tax bill: 

 $0   17.2% 
 $1 - $15  11.4% 
 $16 - $20  11.5% 
 $21 - $30  12.6% 
 $31 - $40    4.6% 
 $41 - $50  20.7% 
 $51+   21.8% 

 In light of the current economy, the response to this question is surprising.  At a 
time most communities and households are tightening their budget, 82 percent of 
the respondents were willing to incur an additional tax levy to support community 
parks and trails.   Fifty-eight percent of the respondents were willing to incur $30 
or more in taxes for parks and trails. 
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Through the community survey, the following general concerns were raised with the 
City’s current park and trail system: 

1. Delano has a number of isolated neighborhoods without immediate access to a 
neighborhood park (i.e., Fox Meadows, Highland Ridge).  The neighborhood 
would like to have a neighborhood park or have convenient trail access to an 
existing developed park. 

2. Many of the respondents expressed a desire for a broader range of park 
equipment within the neighborhood parks.  The play equipment in most of the 
parks is geared towards younger children.  A more diversity in equipment is 
desired for “tween” or young teenagers. 

3. The survey respondents were complimentary of the City’s sidewalk and trail 
system, however, the following were presented as areas of concern: 

a. The trail along County Road 30 in western Delano is heavily used by 
families for walking and biking.  This trail is located at the back of the curb 
along this roadway.  The trail’s proximity to the County road’s traffic lanes 
makes it uncomfortable and a perceived safety risk for trail users due to 
traffic speeds and volumes on County Road 30.  Respondents would like 
to see greater separation between the trail and traffic lanes. 

b. Survey respondents have also raised issue with traffic speeds on County 
Road 30 as it enters Delano (40 mph).  This presents concerns for 
pedestrians and bicyclists traveling along side or crossing this roadway.
The improved crossings will improve pedestrians and bicycles from the 
outlying newer neighborhoods to the older portion of the City. 
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c. Outlying neighborhoods would like some trail connections to adjoining 
neighborhoods and available neighborhood parks (Fox Meadows, 
Highland Ridge). 

d. An improved trail or sidewalk connection from Elm Street to the High 
School building entrance was identified as desirable to a number of 
respondents. 

The survey also asks respondents to identify desired park amenities. These responses 
are itemized later in the assessment of the existing parks. 

ATHLETIC ASSOCIATIONS

In undertaking this study, we have contacted the School District and athletic 
associations with interviews for information regarding their programs and available 
facilities.  They provided insight into the size, operation, and facility needs of programs. 

BASEBALL / SOFTBALL

The Delano Baseball Association runs baseball and softball programs for close to 700 
children.  These youth programs begin with tee ball for ages 5 and 6 and goes through 
boys baseball and girls softball for ages 15 and 16 years old.   The enrollment has not 
grown in recent years but has stayed at this steady level. 

The baseball and softball programs run from April through July.  They utilize fields and 
open space at Central Park and the High School campus.  They rate the field conditions 
as good. They participate in the field maintenance (field leveling and site repair).  The 
association identified the need for drainage improvements around the center building of 
the High School softball field as necessary to deal with poor weather conditions. 

The Delano Baseball Association is undertaking improvements at Central Park ballfields 
and grounds.  They would like to explore improvements to Barb King Inspiration Park 
and Parkview Park for accommodating tee ball practices and games.  They have also 
had discussions with Mount Olive Lutheran Church regarding the potential of 
improvements to their school grounds for tee ball. 

To date, the association has not faced scheduling issues.  They have been able to work 
with community education and the City to locate their programs. 

Baseball relies heavily on tournament play to generate money for operations and facility 
improvements.  Past tournaments have had up to 40-80 teams come to Delano to 
compete.  They indicated the existing fields work for tournaments, however, the Central 
Park buildings are old and improvements to these buildings, parking and concession 
areas would improve baseball tournament functions. 
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LACROSSE

Lacrosse is a relatively new sport to Delano but its popularity is growing.  Delano 
Lacrosse serves approximately 105 participants.  The boys programs start in fifth grade 
through high school varsity and the girls program starts in seventh grade through high 
school varsity.

Currently, Lacrosse has utilized the full junior varsity soccer field at the High School 
campus for practice for all teams.  The games are played on the varsity soccer field.
Delano Lacrosse also hosts tournaments for the fifth/sixth; seventh/eighth, and 
ninth/tenth grade teams on Saturday mornings.

The limited field space is not adequately meeting the needs of Delano Lacrosse.  They 
indicated that they could use at least one more practice field.  In five years, with growing 
popularity of the sport, this demand may create the need for two more fields.  They 
foresee the need for two more open fields for joint use of Lacrosse, soccer and football. 

FOOTBALL

Delano’s youth football program is offered to third/fourth grades for flag football and 
fifth/sixth grades for tackle football.  Currently, the program has an enrollment of 160 
participants. 

This is a Fall program that starts out on the High School practice field and then 
relocates to Central Park, practicing and playing games in the outfields of the baseball 
and softball fields.  The relocation is necessary to take advantage of the lighted fields 
due to early nightfall in the Autumn season. 

The touch football program plays on fields (40 by 60 yards) in the outfields of the 
softball fields, near Maple Avenue and 3rd Street.  These field sizes and conditions are 
acceptable for the ages of the participants. 

The tackle football program runs simultaneous games on two overlapping fields (40 by 
40 yards) located in the northern baseball field of Central Park.  While the program 
makes due with current conditions, these fields are undersized for the program. 

Youth football has expressed a need for more lighted field space to allow for practice 
and games to occur without field overlap. 

DELANO TENNIS

Delano Tennis consists of the High School teams and Summer programs, clinics and 
tournaments.  The junior varsity and senior varsity teams have a combined enrollment 
of 52 players.  The Summer programs have an enrollment of approximately 100 
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participants.  The tournament play may involve up to 60 participants over a four day 
event.

Currently, there are only nine tennis courts in Delano, eight at the High School campus 
and one in Woods Creek Park.  The limited number of tennis courts have created 
problems for the High School teams, running practices and events with the current 
enrollment.

The Summer programs, clinics and tournaments also occupy the limited courts to the 
extent of preventing general public use.  Delano Tennis has indicated that the could 
easily use 12 courts under current circumstances and will need up to 16 courts in the 
next five years if the programs continue to grow. 

In addition to needing additional courts, Delano Tennis would benefit from having a 
nearby storage building for storage of nets and wind screens to avoid having this 
equipment hanging up outside during the Winter.  If not properly stored, the nets and 
wind screens will deteriorate and will need replacement. 

The tennis coach maintains the High School courts and keeps them in good repair.  The 
Wood Creek Court was criticized for its lack of maintenance with a net in disrepair and 
fencing that was curled away from its supports. 

SOCCER

Delano Soccer Club provides opportunities for youth league soccer for over 350 
children in Delano and surrounding communities.  They offer three divisions of soccer, 
traveling leagues, recreational leagues, and indoor leagues.  Recreational soccer 
serves children 4 to 14 years of age. 

Currently, soccer has practices and run league play on the soccer fields at the High 
School campus.  While the schedule has been managed, competition exists for these 
fields with lacrosse and youth football.  With the popularity of the sport, Delano Soccer 
Club anticipates growing enrollments which will create the need for additional field 
space.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Delano Community Education provides educational and recreational programs for 
Delano residents that are out of the main stream sports.  Community Education is also 
responsible for the scheduling of the athletic facilities for the various sports 
associations.  To date, they have been effectively juggling programs to fit time and 
facility needs of the various sports associations. 

Similar to the comments from the various sport associations, Community Education 
recognizes the space and facility limitations of the City.  They cite the competition for 
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the available fields from the various organizations and expressed the need to provide 
new fields, particularly for football, soccer, and lacrosse if the current organizations 
continue to grow or if new sports are introduced to the current mix. 

HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS

The High School campus and Central Park bear the burden of Delano’s sports 
programs.   They provide the facilities for baseball, softball, soccer, football, tennis, and 
lacrosse.  Most of the school facilities are programmed and scheduled for year round 
use.  The intense scheduling and use does not afford the School District to take a field 
out of use for repair, improvement, or just turf recovery.  As such, concern has been 
expressed for the deterioration of the school’s sports fields.  The football practice field 
currently exhibits some turf degradation near the center of the field.

In discussing the issue of maintaining the existing fields, the following options were 
identified:

1. Provision of additional soccer, lacrosse, and football fields to allow field rotation, 
enabling older fields the opportunity to recover. 

2. Examine the potential of artificial turf for the High School stadium and practice 
field to allow greater use of these facilities.  Currently, the stadium field is only 
available for varsity football and soccer games.  

Another suggestion that was offered to improve the High School facilities is to construct 
equipment sheds closer to the various fields and tennis courts to store equipment. 

The recent school referendum that would have resulted in the construction of a new 
middle school also included additional recreational facilities.  The failure to pass the 
referendum leaves the School District without the funds to undertaken any major 
campus improvements. 

City of Delano 2011 Parks and Trails Plan 
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SUMMARY OF ASSOCIATION INTERVIEWS

1. The City benefits from having community education and the various athletic 
associations programming, managing and scheduling recreational programs 
within the City.  These administrative responsibilities are not the City’s. 

2. The athletic associations have experienced growth in enrollments through 2008.  
Most report that enrollment growth has not been as significant since 2008 but 
has been stable. 

3. The athletic associations have contributed both funds and labor to maintaining 
and improving the City and School District athletic fields. 

4. The success of each of the athletic associations has produced competition for 
the available playfields.  While scheduling has been managed to date, there is 
not enough playfields to adequately accommodate all the association needs (i.e., 
practice facilities, league play, tournaments).  This results in running programs 
on undersized fields and over use of existing fields that prevents fields from 
being taken out of use for improvements or turf recovery.  There is a need for 
additional playfields for soccer, lacrosse, and football. 

5. Delano has only nine tennis courts in the community.  This is insufficient for 
current school programs, Summer programs, and clinics. 

6. Each of the associations conduct tournaments as fund raising for the league.
Local tournaments generate funds for association operation and contributions to 
the City for park improvements.  These tournaments bring people to Delano who 
contribute to the local businesses through shopping and dining.  The 
tournaments promote the community and contribute to the local economy. 

COMMUNITY ISSUES 

Physical Barriers

A number of physical barriers divide Delano, including the Crow River, Highway 12, the 
railroad, and County roads.  These physical barriers influence transportation and land 
use planning and define neighborhoods.  In park and trail planning, physical barriers 
define park service areas and present both obstacles and opportunities for trail 
connections.

Through the park and trail inventory, it was identified that some of the isolated 
neighborhoods are not served by neighborhood parks and a concerns exists related to 
pedestrian and bicyclist sharing or crossing high volume streets. 
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Existing Parks

Delano’s park system currently consists of two community parks (Cramer and Central 
Park), the High School campus playfield, and a number of neighborhood parks 
scattered throughout the community.  The smaller neighborhood parks have historically 
been acquired through dedication, in conjunction with the subdivision of land.  This past 
practice has resulted in small, isolated sites, many of which have environmentally 
sensitive features that limit usable area within these neighborhood parks. The size, 
configuration, and physical characteristics of the neighborhood park limits their 
availability to accommodate organized active sports.  This places the burden of 
organized sports on the High School campus and Central Park. 

The number of neighborhood parks are undeveloped or underdeveloped.  The City will 
need to investigate the needs of the service area neighborhoods and determine the best 
facilities for each park to provide recreational opportunities for a broad age spectrum. 

Within new growth areas, the City needs to avoid past practices when accepting 
parkland by securing contiguous buildable land in a size and configuration that allows 
for neighborhood parks that meet the City’s neighborhood park criteria. 

FINANCIAL CONDITIONS

The City’s park fund is reliant on park dedication funds from growth.  With the slowdown 
in the housing market, the City has not received any substantive revenues.  Currently, 
the City has no funds within its park fund and has approximately $90,000 of debt 
against the funds for improvements to the baseball/softball complex at Central Park. 

Under the current economy and with expenses related to flood protection, sewer 
repairs, street improvements, and other City operations, the funding of park and trails 
will become more difficult, particularly for larger projects. 

Delano benefits from strong volunteerism and sport and civic organizations that are 
willing to contribute to the park system and run programs.  The City has recently 
approved $191,000 of Central Park improvements through a lease agreement with the 
Delano Baseball Association.  The improvements are being financed through donations 
and contributions of local sports associations and civic organizations over a period of 
time.

The City also benefits from having Landscape Structures located within the City.  This 
major manufacturer of playground equipment has contributed significantly through 
contributions and discount prices on equipment for the City’s park system.  Their 
contributions are evident in each of the City’s parks, but most notable in Barb King 
Inspiration Park, Maple Knoll Park, and Central Park. 
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In undertaking this study, we hope to identify short term solutions and long range 
strategies that will enhance the City’s overall park system while recognizing the City’s 
current financial situation. 
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Park and Trail Classifications 

Prior to cataloging existing amenities and identifying future needs, it is important for the 
City to establish and define the expectations for parks and trails.  Historically, Delano 
has already established a variety of different types of parks.  In order to assess existing 
parks and future park and open space needs, a uniform classification system is 
established in this Plan.  The classification system aids in planning for future needs by 
assigning various recreational elements based on the most common users of each 
facility.  The following is a brief description of each classification category. 

REGIONAL PARKS 

Regional parks serve a population that is often well beyond the community boundaries.
The most common providers of regional parks are the County, Three Rivers Park 
District, and the State.   The nearest regional park to Delano is Rebecca Lake Preserve 
in Hennepin County.  This 2,200 acre park is owned and managed by the Three Rivers 
Park District.  Rebecca Lake Preserve provides a broad variety of recreational 
opportunities including playground area, boating, fishing, swimming, picnicking, 
camping, along with 25.9 miles of various trails for hiking, biking, horseback riding, and 
off-trail biking.  For Delano, the regional park is a very valuable entity and the 
community planning shall be to ensure convenient and safe trail connections to 
encourage continued use. 

COMMUNITY PARKS / PLAYFIELDS 

These parks serve a population that is typically community or area-wide.  They feature 
facilities that appeal to a broad spectrum of users and provide access to users that will 
commonly include a wide variety of transportation options, including pedestrian, bicycle, 
and automobile.  These facilities often preserve open space and are sized to handle 
large community gatherings and festivals.  Facilities are often related to the park’s 
natural resource base. The park size is based on function and natural resources 
available and usually range up to 50 acres or more.

City of Delano 2011 Parks and Trails Plan 
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Community playfields are targeted towards organized adult and youth play on a city or 
region-wide basis.  Most users will come from beyond a walking or biking range and 
thus require adequate parking facilities.  Such parks may contain baseball and softball 
fields, soccer/football fields, tennis courts, skating rinks, and other large field sport 
activities.  These facilities are intensely used and often require irrigation and lighting to 
extend their use and meet public demands.  These facilities should be located with 
access to major roadways.  Joint use with school facilities is encouraged to share cost 
and maintenance needs.  The following Delano parks fall into the community park and 
playfield classification: 

Total
Acreage

Usable Active 
Recreational

Acres
Cramer Park 112.1 5.0
Central Park 42.5 34.3
School District Campus 120.2 51.4
Total Community Parks/Playfields 274.8 90.7

NEIGHBORHOOD AND MINI PARKS 

Neighborhood and mini parks are the fundamental unit of the park and open space 
system and serve as the recreational focus of neighborhoods.  They are intended to 
serve residents in an area within a ¼ to ½ mile radius of the park, assuming a typical 
development density of approximately three units per acre.  Access to neighborhood 
parks should be uninterrupted by non-residential roads and other physical barriers.  
Neighborhood parks are usually between 5 and 10 acres in size and emphasize 
informal active and passive recreation. 
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In certain instances, smaller than standard parks (mini parks) may serve special 
neighborhoods due to geographic limitations. These areas are typically highly individual 
facilities based upon the nature of the site and the needs of the immediate population.  
For example, a neighborhood mini-park may be considered for a small area isolate from 
other neighborhoods by major roadways.  Examination of Delano’s neighborhood parks 
reveal that most of the City’s neighborhood parks are less than five acres in size.  The 
following parks fall into the neighborhood and mini park classification: 

Total
Acreage

Usable Active 
Recreational

Acres
Neighborhood Parks: 
Barb King Inspirational Park 6.5 5.2
Parkview Hills Park 15.8 7.0
Woods Creek Park 3.9 1.3
Savanna Park 4.2 2.1
County Line Park 3.5 3.0
Highlands Park 6.5 6.3

Mini Parks:
Krienke Park 1.8 0.8
Westridge Hills Park 2.0 2.0
Maple Knoll Park .9 0.9
Stahlke Park 1.2 1.2
Water Tower Park 2.0 1.5
Rebecca Estates Park 1.3 1.0

Total Neighborhood/Mini Parks 49.6 32.3

LINEAR PARKS/GREENWAYS

The linear parks, trail corridors and greenways provide an aesthetic amenity and access 
to various focal points of the community such as the Central Business District (CBD), 
the Riverfront, or environmentally sensitive areas.  The City of Delano has been 
expanding and developing a linear park system within the CBD in Riverfront Park/Lions 
Park as amenities that complement the City’s unique Downtown and entrance to the 
river corridor. 

In 2009 and 2010, the City, in conjunction with Minnesota Department of Transportation, 
acquired properties between Highway 12 and the western edge of the Crow River to 
facilitate the redesign and reconstruction of Highway 12 through the community.  With 
the completion of the highway construction, this property has been turned over to the 
City for flood control, stormwater management, and the creation of a linear park and trail 
system.   The following parks fall into the linear park classification: 



Park and Trail Classifications 

Total
Acreage

Usable Active 
Recreational

Acres
River Front / Lions Park .47 NA 1

Riverway Park 8.1 NA 1

Total Linear Parks 8.48

1 Delano’s linear parks are not configured for active play.   
  As a result, the usable active recreational acres is not applicable.
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Sources:  City of Delano, Wright County, Wenck, &
Northwest Associated Consultants, Inc.  

Map Date:  05/26/2011.
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

COMMUNITY PARKS / PLAYFIELDS 

Cramer Park 

Park Size:    112.1 Total Acres 
  5.0 Usable Acres 

Park Description:   While Cramer 
Park is Delano’s largest park in 
area, it offers limited usable 
acreage for active play.  The 
majority of the park acreage lies 
west of the flood levee and is 
characterized by seasonal flooding 
that prevents the creation of athletic 
fields.  Cramer Park offers natural 
amenities i.e., river frontage, 
woodlands, and natural open space 
that may offer opportunities for 
passive recreation. 

Existing Facilities:  Cramer Park 
has limited improvements.  Existing 
facilities include: 

 Youth Baseball Field 
 Parking Lot for Central Park 
 City Compost Yard 

Future Goals:   Cramer Park is currently an untapped local resource.  Future ambitions 
for this park include: 

 With the reclamation of the old Granite Works storage yard that may expand 
flood storage capacity at this area of the river, the City will investigate the 
potential of shifting the flood levee to the west in an effort to create more usable 
acreage for active playfields. 

 The community survey identified a desire for greater river access for recreational 
use (i.e., canoeing, kayaking, fishing). These amenities may be possible at this 
location.

 Expand the trail system through Cramer Park’s natural area to enjoy the 
aesthetic natural beauty of the park and river. 
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 Expand winter uses of the park (i.e., warming house, ice rinks with lighting). 

 Investigate floodplain compatible recreational amenities that may be located west 
of the flood levee (i.e., trails, ice rinks, Frisbee golf course, cardio exercise areas, 
etc.).

 Investigate location for an off leash dog park. 

 Consider the eastern edge of Cramer Park for a skate park.  Paving a portion of 
the park for this use offers a location that is highly visible and well lit.  These 
features make it less likely to be vandalized. 



Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Central Park 

Park Size: 42.5 Total Acres
  34.3 Usable  
  Active Acres 

Park Description:    Located at 
the corner of River Street and 
Park Avenue, Central Park 
provides multiple park uses for 
the entire community.  Central 
Park provides multiple fields for 
baseball, softball, youth 
football, playground areas, 
trails, and seating for passive 
enjoyment of the park. 

Central Park annually hosts 
Delano’s 4th of July celebration 
and other community events.
The size and configuration of 
Central Park’s ballfields are 
appealing for both league play 
and tournaments.

Existing Facilities:

 On-Street Parking 
 Municipal Baseball Stadium 
 Ballfields (lights, irrigation, bleachers) 
 Playground Area and Equipment 
 Picnic Areas 
 Gazebo and Gardens 
 Community Events Area and Building (including restrooms, concession stands, 

park shelters) 

Future Goals:

 General maintenance of existing land and equipment. 

 Work with Delano baseball associations through a lease agreement for 
improvements to the Delano baseball stadium, concession stands, and other 
improvements.
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 The City is currently working with a variety of community organizations, athletic 
associations, and committees to identify site needs and improvements that will 
support community events like 4th of July celebrations, Walk for Life, State 
baseball tournaments, and other lesser events.  Desired improvements identified 
through this planning process and the park and trail system survey include: 

Improved Bathrooms 
More Benches and Seating Areas 
Improved Food Service and Concession Buildings 
Drinking Fountains 
Nice Community Dance Area 

 In the Delano park and trail system survey, residents identified the following 
desired amenities for Central Park: 

Water Feature (swimming pool, splash pad) 
Expanded Flower Garden 
Outdoor Skating Rink 
Basketball Court 
Improved Restrooms 

 Review of Central Park by the Delano Park Committee identified the following 
improvements:

Installation of Solar Lights 
Greater Protection Against Vandalism (at the gazebo and other park 
structures)



Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

High School Campus

Park Size: 120.2 Total Acres
  51.4 Usable  
  Active Acres 
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Park Description:  While the 
High School campus is not a 
City park, 51.4 acres of the 
campus serve as a community 
playfield providing fields and 
facilities for soccer, football, 
lacrosse, softball, and tennis.
The facilities serve both school 
sport programs and community 
programs.

Growing sports leagues 
enrollment and new sports have 
created great demand for the 
limited number of fields in both 
Central Park and the High 
School campus.  While the 
scheduling of competing athletic associations have been managed, it does result in full 
utilization of all the available fields, allowing little opportunity for field improvements or 
turf recovery.  Some of the fields exhibit signs of turf degradation. 

Existing Facilities:

 Football Stadium 
 Football, Soccer, Lacrosse Fields (lights, irrigation) 
 Softball Fields 
 Ice Arena 
 On-Site Parking 
 Outdoor Hockey Rink / Open Skating / Warming House 
 Eight Tennis Courts 
 Trails 

Future Goals:

 An immediate and long range need is the provision of additional playfields, 
specifically for soccer, lacrosse and football.  These field sports currently share 
the existing facilities, resulting in overuse.  The provision of a new community 
playfield offering multiple full size fields will allow the sports to be more 
segregated, facilitate opportunities for tournaments, and allow for a sports field 
rotation to accommodate improvements and resting of the turf. 



Existing System Inventory and Assessment 
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 Alternatives to acquiring and constructing a new community playfield may 
include:

Investigate the installation of artificial turf within the Delano High School 
football stadium and/or the football practice field.  Artificial turf on these 
fields would reduce maintenance and accommodate heavier use without 
degradation.

Investigate the feasibility of a private/public partnership allowing for the 
construction of a sports dome structure.  This would provide another field 
and provide year round sports opportunities. 

 The existing eight tennis courts are insufficient to effectively accommodate the 
existing High School/Junior School tennis programs, as well as Summer clinics 
and casual play.  Need exists for four additional courts and this need is 
anticipated to expand to eight additional courts in the next five years. 

 Other desired amenities: 

Storage buildings located closer to the individual fields or activity areas for 
the storage of equipment and program materials.  This would aid in 
program setup and operation when equipment does not need to be hauled 
from the current buildings. 

Drainage improvements to the gravel area surrounding the central 
concession building at the softball field complex is necessary to 
accommodate use in poor weather conditions. 



Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

NEIGHBORHOOD AND MINI PARKS 

County Line Park

Park Size: 3.5 Total Acres  
  3.0 Usable Acres 

Park Description:  County Line Park is 
located in eastern Delano, south of 
Elm Avenue and west of 14th Street.  
This park is hidden in the center of a 
residential block with only narrow 
pathways extending to 14th Street and 
Shadywood Lane for park identification 
and access.  The park’s isolated 
location gives the impression that it is 
an extension of the back yards of the 
adjoining lots.  The park is bisected by 
a drainageway that runs the full length 
of the park.  This divides the park into 
small usable areas. 

Existing Facilities:

 Playground and Equipment 
 Benches 
 Open Play Areas 

Future Goals:

 Establish a defined trail into County Line Park along with more signage to identify 
it as a public park and make it inviting to the public. 

 Periodically examine equipment for safety, condition and replacement. 

 The culvert outlot at the south end of the park should be inspected for safety and 
improvement.
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Rebecca Estates Park 

Park Size: 1.03 Total Acres 
  1.03 Usable Acres 

Park Description:  Rebecca Estates 
Park is isolated from the Rebecca 
Lake Estates neighborhood by 
wetlands and limited street 
frontage.  This park abuts the High 
School campus. To date, this 
parkland is undeveloped except for 
a trail connection to Marvin Court 
and the High School campus. 

Existing Facilities:

 Trail 

Future Goals:

 Respondents to the 
community survey identified 
the following desired 
amenities for Rebecca 
Estates Park: 

Playground and equipment to serve the Rebecca Estates and Prairie 
Estates neighborhoods. 

Trail connection from Charles Court through the park to access the High 
School campus. 
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Stahlke Park 

Park Size: 1.23 Total Acres 
  1.0 Usable Active 
  Acres 

Park Description:  Stahlke Park 
is located along Shadywood 
Lane in eastern Delano.  The 
neighborhood park offers play 
equipment and an open play 
area.  A skating rink is provided 
in the Winter months.  This park 
serves both the Stahlke and 
County Line neighborhoods. 

Existing Facilities:

 Playground and Play 
Equipment

 Open Play Area 
 Skating Rink 

Future Goals:

 Inspection of the park reveals that the play area turf is in need of maintenance. 

 Update or replace equipment that is unsafe or in disrepair. 

 Provide trail (wood chip) to access the playground equipment to avoid issues of 
mud.

 Investigate options to better utilize the open play area (soccer goals, backstop, 
etc.).
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Maple Knoll Park 

Park Size: .9 Total Acres 
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  .9 Usable Active Acres 

Park Description:  Maple Knoll Park is 
located at the corner of Ruks Farm 
Road and Fox Street.  This small park 
serves the neighborhoods of Maple 
Knoll and Maplewood Estates.  The 
park equipment is relatively new and 
well maintained. 

Existing Facilities:

 Playgrounds and Play 
Equipment

 Open Play Areas 

Future Goals:

 Expand the range of play 
equipment and/or facilities to 
accommodate “tween” or young teenagers (i.e., basketball court). 

 Continue maintenance of existing park and equipment. 



Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Woods Creek 

Park Size: 4.2 Total Acres  
  2.1 Usable Active Acres 

Park Description:   Woods Creek is a 
neighborhood park located along 
Southwoods Drive in southeastern 
Delano.  This park serves the Woods 
Creek, Maplewood Estates, and Maple 
Knoll neighborhoods.  Approximately 
half of the park acreage is wetlands, 
resulting in divided usable areas. 

Existing Facilities:

 Tennis Court 
 Basketball Courts 
 Trail 
 Play Equipment 
 Cardio Exercise Equipment 
 Volleyball Net 
 Baseball Backstop 
 Open Skating Rink (Winter) 

Future Goals:

 Identify the best way to utilize the available usable land area. 

 Screen the outdoor storage on the property to the east. 

 Improve maintenance of the existing tennis court surface and equipment. 

 Add sand to the volleyball area. 

 Pave the hockey rink area for roller hockey and basketball for year round use. 

 Add play equipment and replace hanging bar with more child-friendly equipment. 
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Krienke Park 

Park Size: 1.76 Total Acres 
  .7 Usable Active Acres 

Park Description:  Krienke Park is 
located behind homes along 1st Street 
and Franklin Avenue.  This park 
location makes it difficult to find and 
access.  While a park identification 
sign exists at 1st Street, the park 
access is undefined and the actual 
play area is not visible from the street.  
More than half of the parkland is 
wetlands with usable acreage located 
on the north end of the park.  This 
isolated park serves the Krienke 
neighborhood.

Existing Facilities:

 Playground and Equipment 
 Benches 
 Open Play Area 

Future Goals:

 Improve access to the park through improved signage and trail access to the 
park.

 Update and replace outdated or unsafe play equipment. 

 Improve usable open play area. 
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Barb King Inspirational Park 

Park Size: 6.5 Total Acres    
  5.2 Usable Active Acres 

Park Description:   Barb King Inspirational 
Park is located south of County Road 30 
and east of Meadowlark Drive and is a 
popular park for neighborhoods in 
southwest Delano.  This park was recently 
refurbished with new grading, play 
equipment, trails, and a playfield.  The 
community survey reveals that Barb King 
Inspirational Park serves a large area 
including neighborhoods of Krienke 
Addition, Clover Springs, Otto Addition, 
Westridge Hills, Woodland Meadows, and 
the Honeytree Apartments.  While 
respondents are complimentary to the park, 
those neighborhoods north of County Road 
30 are concerned with safe access to the 
park due to traffic volumes and speed on 
County Road 30. 

Existing Facilities:

 Playground and Equipment 
 Trails 
 Picnic Areas 
 Playfield 

Future Goals:

 Examine means to improve park access including but not limited to: 

Work with Wright County to reduce traffic speeds on County Road 30. 

Establish defined pedestrian crosswalks across County Road 30 with proper 
signage.

Improve trail access to the park. 

 The baseball and soccer associations which to investigate the use of Barb King 
Inspirational Park for youth tee ball and soccer for smaller children. 
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 The community survey revealed the followed desired amenities for Barb King 
Inspirational Park: 

Restrooms
Drinking Fountain 
Safe Marked Crosswalks on County Road 30 
Outdoor Skating Rink/Hockey Rink With Warming House 
Ballfield Backstop 
More Shade 
Large Sand Box 



Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Highlands Park 

Park Size: 6.5 Total Acres 
  6.4 Usable Active Acres 

Park Description:  Highlands Park is 
located in western Delano, near 
Davidson Avenue.  This park was 
dedicated with the first addition of the 
Highlands Hills subdivision and was 
planned to be enlarged with the 
subdivision of the land to the south.
When the McKinley subdivision failed to 
proceed to final plat, no additional land 
was added to Highlands Park.
Currently, this park is undeveloped. 

Existing Facilities:   None. 

Future Goals:

 Expand the land area of this park with the development of the land to the south. 

 Preparation of a master plan for the park.  This park has the land area to 
accommodate some athletic fields (i.e., soccer, lacrosse) however its proximity to 
adjoining homes may discourage the park’s ability to accommodate playfield 
status.

 Provide play equipment. 
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Water Tower 
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Park Size: 2.0 Total Acres 
  1.5 Usable Active 
  Acres 

Park Description:  Water Tower 
Park is located along County Road 
30 in western Delano.  This park 
consists of the land area 
surrounding the Delano water 
tower.  This neighborhood park is 
intended to serve the 
neighborhoods north of County 
Road 30 and west of 1st Street. 

Existing Facilities:    None 

Future Goals:

 Develop this park with playground equipment, a landscape berm along County 
Road 30, and trail access in 2011. 

 Investigate options for use of the remaining usable open space that provides 
recreational opportunities to a variety of age groups. 

 Provide a trail connection to the Highland Ridge neighborhood on both an 
interim and permanent basis.



Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Savanna Park 

Park Size: 4.2 Total Acres 
  2.1 Usable Active Acres 

Park Description:   Savanna Park is located in 
the Westridge Hills neighborhood in western 
Delano.  This park offers 2.1 acres for active 
play with the balance of the parkland 
consisting of wetland areas.  This park 
provides casual recreation for the Westridge 
Hills neighborhood. 

Existing Facilities:

 Gazebo 
 Benches 
 Basketball Court 
 Playground Play Equipment 
 Open Play Area 

Future Goals:

 The community survey identified the following desired amenities for Savanna 
Park:

More Swings and Playground Equipment 
More Benches 
Soccer Field 
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Westridge Hills Park

Park Size: 2.0 Total Acres 
  2.0 Usable Acres 

Park Description:  Westridge Hills 
Park is a large outlot that was platted 
with the Westridge Hills 
neighborhood.  The outlot for the most 
part was dedicated as wetlands and 
stormwater ponds.  The usable park 
area, located just south of Meadow 
Rose Court, provides a small 
playground area that serves the 
neighborhood.

Existing Facilities:

 Trail 
 Playground and Equipment 
 Benches 

Future Goals:

 The community survey identified the following desired amenities for Westridge 
Hills Park: 

Climbing wall or other equipment or facilities for “tweens” or young teens. 
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Parkview Hills Park 

Park Size: 15.8 Total Acres  
  7.0 Usable Active Acres 

Park Description:   Parkview Hills Park 
is located along County Road 16 in 
southern Delano.  This park is 
characterized by upland areas divided 
by a series of wetlands and ponding 
areas.  This is currently an isolated park 
serving primarily the Parkview Hills 
neighborhood and the few homes in Fox 
Meadows.  With continued growth in this 
area of the City, Parkview Hills Park will 
serve the recreational needs of a larger 
area.

Existing Facilities:

 On-Street Parking 
 Playground and Equipment 
 Playfield with Backstop 
 Benches 
 Picnic Tables 
 Trails 

Future Goals:

 Delano Baseball Association wishes to investigate improvements to allow their 
tee ball league to utilize Parkview Hills Park to provide some relief on other fields. 

 The community survey identified the following desired amenities for Parkview 
Hills Park: 

Picnic Shelter 
Basketball Courts 

 Provide a trail connection from Fox Meadows to Parkview Hills Park. 

 Investigate additional uses of the upland areas of Parkview Hills Park. 

 Provide for on-site parking from County Road 16. 

City of Delano 2011 Parks and Trails Plan 
Page 36 



Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

LINEAR PARKS / GREENWAYS 

River Front / Lion’s Park 

Park Size: .47 Total Acres 

Park Description:  River Front/Lion’s Park 
is located between the Crow River and 
River Street in the Delano Downtown area.
This park has been acquired and 
assembled through the acquisition and 
demolition of buildings within the Crow 
River floodway.  This linear park 
complements the Downtown streetscape 
and contributes to the City’s flood 
protection measures that are annually 
implemented.  

Existing Facilities:

 Clock 
 Benches 
 Flag Pole 
 Flower Garden and Flower Planters 

Future Goals:

 The City hopes to include River 
Front/Lion’s Park in a 
comprehensive streetscape design 
for River Street.  The park 
components may include: 

Improve pedestrian sidewalks along River Street. 

Pedestrian access to the riverfront. 

Scenic overlook of the river with benches. 

Improved street lighting. 

Flood protection designs. 
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Existing System Inventory and Assessment 

Riverway Park 

Park Size: 8.1 Total Acres 

Park Description:  Riverway Park is 
Delano’s newest park, consisting of 
properties acquired through the 
reconstruction of U.S. Highway 12.
This park will serve as a passive linear 
park, providing opportunities for 
walking, biking and enjoyment of river 
views.  The proposed park 
development is intended to follow the 
2008 concept plan on the following 
page.

Existing Facilities:

 Sidewalk along U.S. Highway 
12

 Trail and/or pass under the 
U.S. Highway 12 bridge 

Future Goals:

 Implement the 2008 concept plan design. 

 Provide for interim wood chip trail along the flood levee. 

 Finish site grading and flood levee improvements. 

 Locate public art and benches on the area identified in the concept plan. 
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CITY OF DELANO
TH 12 TRAIL CONCEPT

Northwest Associated Consultants, Inc.
4800 Olson Memorial Highway, Suite 202
Golden Valley, MN  55422

Stormwater
Pond

Vegetated buffer to screen view of stormwater pond

Native prairie planting on steep slope and adjacent to
portion of trail

Park shelter / pavilion with trash receptacles

Invasive species removal and continual maintenace
along this stretch of the Crow River bank

Resting area with benches and trash receptacle

Crow River overlook with interpretive signage

Trail map, public art location, picnic tables & trash
receptacles

Multi-use trail
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Delano has an extensive range of community recreational and sports programs that are 
popular and heavily used.  Delano is unique in that the organization and operation of 
this program occurs outside of City operations through community education and 
various athletic associations.  These programs promote active, healthy lifestyles and 
enhance Delano’s appeal to young households considering Delano as a community in 
which to locate. 

The City, in conjunction with the Delano School District, contributes to these recreation 
programs in the provision of locations, land area, and facilities to operate.  These efforts 
are recognized and appreciated by the community residents.  In a 2011 community 
survey of Delano’s parks and trails system, 94 percent of the respondents stated “parks 
are essential for better quality of life.” Seventy-six percent of the respondents agreed 
that it is important to continue to add to the City’s walking and biking paths. 

The current programs and resident attitudes reinforce the adopted Comprehensive Plan 
goals and policies related to parks, schools, and trails in Delano. 

PARKS

Goal: Maintain and develop a diverse and comprehensive park system to serve the 
recreational needs of all residents. 

Policies:

A. Acquire and reserve sufficient park and open space land to fulfill the needs of the 
present and  projected population.  Undertake park and open space development 
as residential development demands. 

B. Develop and improve parks and open space to take advantage of natural 
community features, notably the Crow river. 

C. Maintain an equitable distribution of parks and open space throughout the 
community, taking care that sufficient facilities are available and tailored to suit 
the neighborhoods they serve. 

D. Where deficiencies are noted in park distribution, encourage innovative design 
and development to provide facilities for the neighborhood. 

E. Provide recreational opportunities and facilities to meet the needs of all age 
groups.

F. Ensure that recreational facilities which provide year round programs of activities 
are equally distributed throughout the community. 
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G. Provide safe and  convenient pedestrian and bicycle access to all recreational 
facilities within the community. 

H. Encourage the joint use of school recreational facilities. 

I. Promote recreation open space improvements in accordance with a capital 
improvement program, updated on an annual basis. 

J. Parks shall be designed and maintained with proper lighting, landscaping, shelter 
design, etc. to insure a high degree of public and property safety. 

K. Adequate parking to serve major park and recreational facilities shall be 
provided.

L. Integrate community and neighborhood parks into greenway planning efforts. 

M. Continual citizen participation in the planning, development, and operation of 
recreational open space shall be maintained. 

SCHOOLS

Goal: Work with the School District to insure coordinated development of all public 
facilities.

Policies:

A. Establish safe and convenient pedestrian/bicycle access to each school within 
the community. 

B. Establish and maintain agreements for joint use of City park and school 
recreational facilities to maximize the benefits to both the residents of the 
community and the students. 

TRAILS

Goal: Create a safe and efficient trail system throughout Delano consistent with the 
City’s Trail Plan. 

Policies:

A. Implement the Delano Comprehensive Trail Plan. 

B. Where feasible, provide pedestrians separated rights-of-way apart from all forms 
of moving traffic in heavily traveled pedestrian zones, along major thoroughfares 
and in the more densely developed portion of the community. 
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C. Provide for safe pedestrian movement within high density activity centers, 
separated when feasible from vehicular circulation. 

D. Provide adequate lighting and outdoor furniture in all areas of heavy pedestrian 
movement.

E. Require sidewalks along major local streets within new subdivisions to be 
constructed as part of the subdivision improvements. 

F. Maintain all sidewalks in good repair and ensure that they are kept open and 
clear throughout the year. 

G. Ensure that pedestrian street crossings on heavily traveled streets are clearly 
marked and lighted. 

H. Give priority to the establishment of pedestrian and bicycle facilities in areas in 
and surrounding schools, churches, parks and service or commercial centers. 

I. Work with State and County agencies to develop trails or sidewalks along 
Highway 12 and County highways that will link Delano with neighboring cities or 
regional destinations.

J. Pursue available grants that may assist Delano in financing its community trail 
system.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

From the goals and policies that are being articulated, the following guiding principles 
provide the direction and foundation for the Delano Parks and Trails Plan: 

Promote the full utilization of the existing parks and trail system.  In 
consideration of public investment, the City will give priority to maintaining or 
expanding the range of uses in the existing park system prior to acquisition of 
new parks. 

Investment strategies within the parks and trails system shall be evaluated 
annually to determine priorities for the parks and trails system.  Priorities 
shall be given to maintaining quality recreational facilities within the existing 
system.  New facilities shall focus on addressing current and future recreational 
demands and providing relief for overburdened existing facilities. 

Providing continuity and linkages between public parks, open spaces, 
residences, and businesses.  The City is expecting that the entirety of the 
community be interconnected through the park system and trail plan.  Through 
trail connections, the service areas of parks can be expanded. 
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Provide for facilities that will serve the community in both short and long 
terms. The City expects to prioritize recreational needs of the community in 
concert with all providers of recreation users, facilities, and programs. 

Allowing reasonable flexibility on final trail routes, park locations, and plan 
implementation strategies.  Nothing in the plan is intended to be set in stone.  If 
a better option to meet the same goal is available, the City may give it 
consideration.

Providing a range of choices for system users.  The Park, Open Space, and 
Trail Plan is not just for certain specific system users or interest groups.  The City 
will strive to provide reasonable recreational opportunities for all residents. 

Utilizing the system to assist in preserving the natural and historic nature 
of the community.  When creating the system, a priority will be placed on 
including areas that are found to be of significance to the community. 
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The demand for parks and recreation in a community is closely linked to population.  A 
review of the City’s existing and projected population is an important factor in 
determining current and future park needs. 

POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHICS 

Delano will likely see growth over the next 10 to 20 years.  The 2010 US Census 
population was 5,464 persons with 2,000 occupied households for an average 
household size of 2.73.  In 2011, Wright County conducted an extensive update to its 
Comprehensive Plan for the Highway 12 corridor, utilizing population forecasts for each 
of the cities and townships of the State Demographer for this part of the County, 
including Delano.

POPULATION PROJECTIONS 
Year 2010 2020 2030

Population 5,464 8,169 10,163
Housing Units 2,000 2,990 3,720

Source: 2010 data – U.S. Census 
               Others – Wright County Comprehensive Plan 
               Highway 12 Corridor (State Demographer) 

This plan is designed to account for existing demand on the park system, then provide a 
basis for planning for future growth as forecast above.  With projections, it is always 
necessary to understand that many factors can impact a localized projection such as 
this one.  Therefore, the dates are speculative at best.  However, the Plan should reflect 
a realistic vision of the park system demand when these population and housing 
benchmarks are reached, whenever that occurs. 

When planning park facilities, it is important to keep in mind that neighborhoods go 
through life cycles.  A new neighborhood with young families will demand playground 
facilities, but as those children age, sports fields, courts, and trails for bicycling may 
become more important to that same neighborhood.  Therefore, the park system should 
have flexible open areas with enough space for a range of uses so parks can be 
adapted as the neighborhood ages and recreation trends shift.

LAND USE DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 

In addition to understanding how many people the park system will be required to serve, 
it is also important to know also where those people will be living.  Development in 
Delano is guided by the Future Land Use Plan in the City’s Land Use Plan which was 
prepared in 2002. 
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Much of Delano’s growth in the past 10 years has occurred through annexation, 
primarily along the City’s western boundary.  This process has resulted in irregular City 
boundaries and isolated neighborhoods.  The development pattern and the physical 
barriers inherent in Delano (Crow River, U.S. Highway 12, County roads) have 
complicated park and trail planning. 

This plan examines the past development patterns in conjunction with the city’s 2002 
Extraterritorial Plan to define strategies to address both immediate and long range park 
needs.

PARK SYSTEM ASSESSMENT OF NEED 

A common method for evaluating the need for active park space is to apply the 
population ratio standard for active park space.  This standard, expressed as acreage 
per 1000 population, provides a general guideline for determining current and future 
needs.

In the Twin Cities, the amount of local and community park as a percentage of 
developed land is approximately 12.5%.  As a ratio to population, there are 38 acres of 
local and community park land per 1,000 persons.  When factoring in regional parkland 
as well, there are 57 acres of total parkland in the Twin Cities seven county area per 
1,000 population. 

Delano currently has 235.5 acres of total park land.  The School District also contributes 
approximately 51.4 acres of land for active recreational use.  The City’s current total 
park land acreage, in conjunction with the School District, yields approximately 287 
acres of park.  Compared against the City’s total corporate land area of 2,532 acres, the 
City has 11.3 percent of its land area in park land.  This compares favorably with the 
ratio within the Twin Cities region.  Delano has provided approximately 53 acres per 
1,000 population based on the 2010 population of 5,464. 

While the City compares favorably in total park land area, much of its parkland is 
unusable for active play due to floodplains, wetlands, drainage areas, or park size.  Of 
the City’s 235.5 acres of parkland, it is estimated that only 71 acres of the parkland area 
is available for active play.  The City’s usable parkland, in conjunction with the School 
District’s recreational areas, provides 123 acres of land for active recreation.  This 
active land area represents only 5 percent of the City’s total land area or 22 acres per 
1,000 people. 

Based on the evaluation of the Delano parks system, there is a demonstrated need for 
additional playfields as well as the need to move away from past practices for accepting 
small neighborhood parks with physical features that limit the usable contiguous land.   
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In forecasting future demand, the following future park characteristics will be the guide 
for siting and acquiring both community and neighborhood parks: 

Future Community Parks 
Use Designated area of diverse environmental characteristics which may 

include areas suited to intense recreational facilities such as athletic 
complexes as well as passive type areas, depends largely upon the 
site location, suitability and community need 

Service Area City wide 
Population Served All ages, entire community  
Desirable Size 40 – 80+ acres 
Acres/1,000 
Population

20-25 acres 

Site Characteristics Provides for a combination of intensive and non-intensive 
development ranging from play equipment to trails, may include 
natural features, such as water bodies or forested land, must 
include support elements such as rest rooms, drinking water, 
parking and lighting.  Community playfields including organized 
sports facilities, athletic complex including lighting, court and field 
games, community center or indoor recreation facility, swimming 
pool, ice rink, capacity for special events, must include support 
elements such as restrooms, drinking water, parking and lighting. 

Future Neighborhood Parks 
Use Designated active and passive recreation areas 
Service Area Large neighborhood sizes of up to 5,000 persons within ¼ to ½  

mile radius 
Population Served Emphasis upon ages 5 through 15 
Desirable Size 5-10 acres 
Acres/1,000 
Population

10-15 acres 

Site Characteristics Suited for multi-use recreation development, easily accessible to 
neighborhood population, geographically centered with safe walking 
and bike access, may include school facilities open space for 
spontaneous play, play areas for both pre-school and school-age 
children, multiple use paved areas, limited field games, small court 
games, ice rinks, playground equipment, within easy walking/biking 
distance
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PROJECTED USABLE PARK LAND DEMAND 
2010 2020 2030

Population 5,464 8,169 10,163
Neighborhood Park
Per 1,000 Population (10-15 acres) 55 – 82 82 – 122 100 - 152 
Community Park 
Per 1,000 Population (20-25 acres) 109 – 137 163 – 204 203 - 254 
Existing Parks: 
     Neighborhood Park Acres 
     Community Park Acres 

41
91

NA
NA

NA
NA

Additional Parkland Need 
Per 1,000 Population : 
     Neighborhood Park Acres 
     Community Park Acres 

14 – 41 
18 – 46 

27 – 40 
54 – 67 

18 – 30 
40 - 50 

The table above indicates the need for additional usable park land. This projection is 
supported by the plan interviews and observations.  The future demand is for usable 
active play areas.  The following map identifies greenways and park search areas of 
future neighborhood parks using the Extraterritorial Land Use Plan of the Delano 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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PARK PLANNING

This section is intended to provide guidance to City Officials, developers, and residents 
for continued development of the City’s park and trail system.  Search areas for future 
park facilities have been identified based upon the growth areas outlined by the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan.  The Plan projects park and trail development needs through the 
City’s future growth area.  It must be emphasized that the future park search areas 
identified do not target specific properties.  Instead, the search areas identify general 
areas of acquisition toward the goal of providing the City with the ability to reserve land 
from development as it becomes available. 

The need assessment reveals that while Delano has extensive acreage within its park 
system, there is a deficit in usable park acreage, and particularly in community 
playfields available for organized sports. In the current economy, neither the City nor 
the School District has funds available to remedy this deficit at this time.  In looking to 
the future, the following strategies will be followed: 

Community Parks / Playfields

The City will need to plan for a future community playfield to provide relief for existing 
facilities.  While this may not be an immediate project, the City should identify potential 
sites that can provide the land area and street access for a community playfield.
Community playfields can be intensive land uses with traffic, noise, and lighting 
associated with organized sports (practices, league play, and tournaments).  In this 
regard, the following site characteristics shall be considered in siting new community 
playfields:

Size: The community playfield must be sized for multiple fields for league play 
and tournaments.  The size of the site must consider field size, setbacks, 
parking, and concession areas.  In this respect, a 40+ acre size is 
desirable.

Access/Parking: Community playfields will attract uses from the entire community and 
beyond.  Access to the facility should be from a collector or arterial street to 
avoid traffic from having to travel through neighborhood streets. 

Utilities: The availability of utilities for restrooms, concession stands, and field 
irrigation is a necessity. 

Lighting: Lighting of the community playfield is necessary to expand the field 
availability.  The introduction of lighting presents concerns for light nuisance 
issues for adjoining neighborhoods.  The site size and design must offer 
setbacks and field light orientation to mitigate this potential concern. 

Compatibility: To avoid compatibility issues with adjoining neighborhoods, sites that offer 
some degree of isolation or are on the periphery of residential 
neighborhoods are preferred.
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In identifying potential sites, the City may begin to budget funds for future acquisition 
and be prepared if the property comes to market.  In addressing the immediate 
community playfield needs, the following strategies will be investigated for the following 
improvements:

1. With the reclamation of the old Delano Granite Works storage site, the City 
hopes to expand flood storage within this area of the Crow River.   If successful, 
the City hopes to rebuild the flood levee and shift it west into Cramer Park.  This 
may provide additional usable land for another athletic field east of the levee. 

2. Investigate with the School District, the cost and feasibility of installing artificial 
turf on the Delano football field or varsity soccer field. The use of artificial turf will 
expand the unavailability of these facilities and reduce the wear and tear on the 
current natural grass fields. 

3. Investigate the financial feasibility of a public/private sector partnership in the 
construction of a sports dome.  If successful, this would provide another sports 
field and expand play opportunities for year round leagues. 

4. Continue to work with the athletic associations and School District on 
collaborative improvement projects within the City parks and High School 
campus to make best use of available funds and to maintain the existing facilities 
in a high quality condition. 

5. Encourage local sport tournaments to generate revenues for the local athletic 
associations and to promote spin-off business for local merchants and 
restaurants.

6. Cramer Park, due to its floodplain limitations, is an underutilized open space.  
This park offers attractive natural areas that may contribute to the City’s park 
system as a natural park.  The City needs to define Cramer Park’s role within the 
City park system and investigate floodplain compatible uses that may make this 
area more accessible and user friendly.  Some improvements may include 
natural trails, sitting areas, canoe launching area, Frisbee golf course, or an off-
leash dog park.  Winter time facilities may include ice rinks or a movable 
warming house.  These facilities would offer recreational opportunities in a park 
that is otherwise limited due to seasonal flooding. 

Neighborhood Parks

The Park Search Area Map illustrates potential neighborhood park locations based on 
the City’s Extraterritorial Land Use Plan, physical barriers, and anticipated park service 
areas.  Acquisition and development of future neighborhood parks will occur in 
conjunction with future subdivisions and development.  In identifying future 
neighborhood parks, the following criteria will be followed: 
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1. The City park land dedication shall accept only contiguous buildable land 
capable of supporting active recreation facilities except as follows: 

a. The park land dedication includes a unique environmental feature limited 
to woodlands, steep slopes, or shoreland that is desirable with the Delano 
park system in an undisturbed site. 

b. Wetlands, poor soil areas, drainageways and stormwater ponds may be 
included in a park land dedication but will not be counted against the 
required park land dedication. 

2. The City will be looking to establish larger neighborhood parks (5-10 acres) 
capable of providing a variety of recreational opportunities within comfortable 
walking distances of area residents.  This philosophy reflects the City’s intention 
to achieve greater flexibility within the park areas and reduce park maintenance 
costs.

3. New neighborhood parks will be required to have some frontage on a public 
street for ease of identification and access. 

4. In new neighborhood park design, the City will provide both on-street and off-
street parking, dependent on the range of park uses and anticipated service area 
size.

5. To expand the service area of new neighborhood parks, the City sidewalk, trail, 
and greenway systems shall be integrated with park planning to provide safe 
bicycle and pedestrian access to City parks. 

Within the City’s existing neighborhood parks system, desired improvements have been 
identified within the Existing System Inventory and Assessment section of this plan.
The strategies for the existing park system include: 

 Continue Adopt the Park program to encourage public participation in park 
maintenance, supervision, and management. 

 Provide trail, sidewalk and pedestrian way connections that are comfortable and 
safe to expand the user service area to existing improved parks. 

 County Line Park and Krienke Park are isolated and hidden from street view.
The entrance and pathways to these parks must be better defined to allow 
residents to utilize the public parks. 

 A number of parks have older play equipment (Krienke, County Line, Stahlke), 
some of which is unsafe and some is outdated.  Replacement of equipment 
within these parks must be included within the City’s annual capital improvement 
plan.
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 A number of parks have underutilized land area that may be put to use in a more 
productive manner (County Line, Stahlke, Woods Creek, Parkview Hills).   These 
areas will be investigated for potential playfields or other activities that would 
promote greater use of the park. 

 The improvements and amenities identified for each park in the Existing System 
Inventory and Assessment section shall be annually reviewed and prioritized with 
the City’s capital improvement planning.  Projects will be undertaken as funding 
becomes available. 



 Trails Plan 

The Proposed Trail System Map defines a comprehensive system of trails, sidewalks 
and street shoulders intended to promote walking and biking for both transportation and 
recreation.  This system interconnects neighbors and provide trail connections to the 
City’s major destinations and amenities.  Additionally, the proposed trail and sidewalk 
system attempts to provide comfortable walking circuits that promote walking for 
exercise. 

The Trail System Map depicts three types of trails intended to work with the street cross 
section:

ARTERIAL AND COLLECTOR STREETS

The arterial and collector streets in Delano currently include Highway 12, County Road 
30, County Road 17, County Road 16, County Line Road, Elm Avenue, Davidson 
Avenue, and Tiger Drive.  These are the major traffic carriers in the community.  The 
Delano Subdivision Ordinance requires a five foot wide sidewalk on one side of the 
street and an eight foot wide trail on the other side, or trails on both sides.

Highway 12 provides a sidewalk on one side and a trail on the other side of this major 
roadway through most of the community. Other collector streets generally have an 
eight foot trail on one side of the street.   These roadway trails provide an excellent 
pedestrian/bicycle network, providing access to the City’s major destinations, parks, 
commercial area, City Hall, and the schools.  Additionally, their spacing provides 
comfortable walking circuits that allow for recreational walking and exercise. 
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MINOR COLLECTORS / LOCAL STREETS

The Delano Subdivision Ordinance requires a five foot sidewalk along one side of any 
minor collector or local street except cul-de-sacs.  Since 2003, all of the new 
subdivisions (Westridge Hills, Parkview, Fox Meadows) have been constructed with 
sidewalks. 
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The older portion of the City has four foot 
sidewalks on both sides of the street.  The 
sidewalks offer opportunities for walking in the 
Downtown neighborhood.  The community 
survey respondents suggested that wider 
sidewalks are preferred to accommodate 
couples walking side-by-side. 

Many neighborhoods are without sidewalks and 
trails, requiring pedestrians and bicyclists to 
share the street surface with automobiles.
Where it is not practical to install sidewalks, it is 
suggested that the traffic lanes by striped at 12 
foot widths to define a street shoulder that is 
available for walking, biking, or on-street 
parking.  Delano standards for a local street 
width is 32 feet.  Striping the traffic lanes would 
afford a four foot shoulder.
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OVERLAND TRAILS / GREENWAYS

A priority of the community is to maintain its small town character through the 
preservation of open space and environmentally sensitive areas.  The City will seek to 
accomplish this goal through the creation of greenway corridors.  Greenways are 
corridors of protected open space managed for conservation, utility, and recreational 
purposes.

The physical features of Delano’s river corridor, floodplains, wetlands, and tree cover  
lend itself to greenway planning.  Together, these features will help define the City’s 
desired greenway corridors.  Greenways as they apply to Delano, are intended to 
accomplish the following: 

1. Preserve areas of contiguous open spaces as a means of maintaining the City’s 
small town character.  The establishment of linear greenways will serve to break 
up the urban land use patterns and define neighborhoods.  The City will establish 
greenways with a trail system that will connect the various commercial, 
residential and recreational destinations throughout the community.

2. Preserve the ecological functions of the City’s environmentally sensitive areas.  
In this respect, development with the greenways will be limited to recreational 
uses.  Urban land uses will be allowed at the periphery of the greenways with 
subdivisions and site design that preserve the view sheds and vistas into the 
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 Trails Plan 

greenway corridors.  Infrastructure planning (i.e., street and utilities) that cannot 
parallel the greenway corridor shall be located and designed so as to have the 
least disruption possible of the greenway. 

3. Provide a diversity of natural features and habitats.  This is to allow for wildlife for 
wildlife habitats and to facilitate wildlife movement through areas dominated by 
human activities.  In this respect, the greenways will be configured to include 
both low lands and upland areas. 

4. Provide passive and active recreational opportunities to the Delano residents.  
Overland trail planning shall be integrated with the greenway areas.  This would 
allow all community residents the opportunity to enjoy the natural amenities of 
Delano. 
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The following trails plan builds on the City’s existing system of trails and sidewalks.  The 
system identifies future desired trail improvements based on the following criteria: 

Dedication.   Trails along streets fall within the street rights-of-way.  In this 
respect, all future right-of-way dedications shall be wide enough to include trails, 
when necessitated by the Parks and Trails Plan.  Trails outside of rights-of-way 
shall be platted in outlots or placed in easements at the discretion of the City 
Engineer in terms of size to allow for easy maintenance and access.  When 
planning for trails within existing street rights-of-way, the City will investigate a 
variety of options such as separated off-street trails, trails or sidewalks behind 
the curb, or on-street shoulders or bike lanes to provide for pedestrian and 
bicyclist needs in a safe and cost effective manner. 

Safety.   When placing trails in a right-of-way, the trail shall be constructed off-
street with grade separation, whenever possible, to maximize safe use.  Where 
physical separation is not possible, the City will investigate alternative options to 
provide safe and comfortable use of the City’s trail sidewalk system. 

Minimize Costs.   In an effort to minimize construction costs, trails, where 
designated, may be constructed in conjunction with State, County, and City street 
improvements.  Developers may be expected to install trails at the time of street 
construction.  As part of the City’s street maintenance plans, the City will 
evaluate pedestrian needs with all reconstruction projects. 

Connectivity.   Trails shall be placed in subdivisions to serve the City’s intent of 
connecting amenities and resources. This connection shall be done in an 
efficient manner providing as direct of a connection as feasible.  The City expects 
the trail system to connect residences to parks, open spaces, and businesses.  
Businesses should develop site amenities to encourage trail use.  With the 
slowdown in housing construction, Delano has a number of incomplete and 
isolated neighborhoods that do not have trail connections that link them to the 
larger park and trail system.  Permanent trail and sidewalk connections are 
planned to be provided with the future build out of these subdivisions.  In the 
interim, the City will investigate temporary trail easements and wood chip trails to 
connect isolated neighborhoods to the City’s paved trail system. 

Coordination.   The City will coordinate with other governmental units to provide 
trail resources when opportunities arise. 

Signage.   The City hopes to promote the use of the trail system and encourage 
residents to walk for both recreation and transportation.  In this respect, the City 
will provide kiosks at significant intersections that identify the City streets and 
trails and provide directions and distances to City destinations and other trail 
circuits.
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 Trails Plan 

TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS

Through the community survey and the trail assessment, the following trail 
improvements are recommended: 

1. Investigate with Wright County to reduce traffic speeds on County Road 30 to 35 
mph between Davidson Avenue and Highway 12. 

2. Investigate with Wright County the opportunity to stripe the traffic lanes on 
County Road 30 between Highway 12 and 3rd Street to create a street shoulder 
separation between the eastbound traffic lane and the trail. 

3. Investigate marked crosswalks with proper warning signs at the following 
locations:

 County Road 30 / 3rd Street W 
 County Road 30 / 1st Street W 
 Highway 12 / County Road 30 
 Highway 12 / County Line Road 

 County Road 30 / County Line Road 
 Highway 12 / Tiger Drive 
 Tiger Drive / Elm Avenue

4. Investigate temporary wood chip trails to connect isolated neighborhoods to the 
City’s park and trail system at the following locations: 

 Maplewood Estates:  9th Street alignment from Northwood Drive to Johnson 
Drive

 Fox Meadows:   5th Street SW to 90th Street 
 Parkview Hills:  Greenway Drive to Meadow Court 
 Highland Ridge:  Franklin Avenue West to 1st Street West and Franklin 

Avenue to 3rd Street West 
 Rebecca Park Estates:   Charles Court through Rebecca Park Estates Park to 

the trail leading into the High School campus 
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5. In residential neighborhoods absent of sidewalks and trails, consider striping the 
traffic lanes to define areas for parking, walking and biking.  Some streets that 
may benefit from this treatment include: 

 Maple Knoll:   Rucks Farm Road 
 Maplewood Estates:   Maplewood Drive, Northwoods Drive 
 Woods Creek:   Woods Creek Drive 
 County Line/Stahlke:  14th Street, Shadywood Drive 
 Prairie Estates/Rebecca Park Estates:   14th Street, Country Lane 
 Krienke Addition:   1st Street West 
 Jap Sunny Slope Addition:   Buffalo Street 
 Delano Industrial Park:  7th Street, Johnson to County Road 17 

 The striping of traffic lanes can be coordinated with street repair and seal coating 
on a street improvement schedule.  The striping of traffic lanes is less intrusive 
within a neighborhood than sidewalk construction and less expensive.  Sidewalks 
may be considered if petitioned for by the neighborhood. 

6. To mitigate traffic safety concerns related to the proximity of the trail along 
County Road 30 west, the City may investigate with Wright County the striping of 
County Road 30 traffic lanes to gain a street shoulder separation between the 
traffic lane and the curb and trail. 

7. The Comprehensive Trail Plan identifies an entire system.  The following is a list 
of missing trail segments that would immediately benefit Delano’s existing trail 
system:

 Riverway Park overland trail 
 Sidewalk connection along the west side of Highway 12 between the railroad 

bridge and Bridge Street 
 Franklin Avenue west from Highway 12 to the western edge of Krienke 

Woodland Road Addition 
 Trail or sidewalk connection from Elm Street to the Highway School building 

entrance
 Trail or sidewalk connection from Tiger Drive to Elm Street 

8. The construction of information trail kiosks at the following locations: 

 Southeast corner of County Road 30 and Highway 12 
 Corner of County Line road and Highway 12 
 Central Park area 
 Corner of River Street and Bridge Avenue 

9. To insure safe trail use, the City will investigate the need and feasibility of solar 
lighting along major trail corridors. 
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This section of the Park and Trail Plan identifies the tools and processes to implement 
the Plan.

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

The following implementation strategies are suggested: 

1. This plan identifies a number of action steps that may not require significant 
financial output and may be implemented by City staff.  These action steps 
should be prioritized and undertaken to benefit the City’s existing park and trail 
system including: 

a. Investigate a reduction of traffic speeds on County Road 30 between 1st

Street and Davidson Avenue. 

b. Establish improved pedestrian crosswalks on County Road 30 at 1st and 
3rd Streets. 

c. Integrate trail, sidewalk or street striping into the City’s street repair and/or 
replacement planning.  When a street is scheduled for repair, resurfacing 
or replacement, the City will also investigate needed pedestrian 
improvements to be undertaken as a single project. 

d. Obtain temporary trail easements and create wood chip trails between 
isolated neighborhoods and the City’s existing sidewalk/trail and park 
system.

e. Where sidewalks do not exist along local streets, include traffic lane 
striping with street seal coating, overlays, or reconstruction. 

2. The City benefits from the active involvement of its local athletic associations and 
civic organizations in investing, maintaining and improvement of the City and 
School District playfields.  The City will continue to utilize this volunteerism to 
help improve the park and sports programs.

3. The City will annually review and update neighborhood park needs and service 
areas to identify and prioritize needed improvements to insure safe and active 
use of the City parks. 

4. The City will review and evaluate each new development project to ensure it 
provides appropriate park land dedication, open space preservation and trail 
connections to the planned city wide park, trail, greenway, schools, and 
commercial/industrial developments as well as the town center. 

5. The City will review and prioritize trail needs and recommend a schedule and 
funding framework to the City Council. 
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6. The City will investigate the use of grants, donations, partnerships, and 
opportunities for joint powers agreements for the development of park, trail and 
recreation facilities.

7. The park dedication fee should be reviewed on an annual basis and updated 
pursuant to any changes to the Parks and Trails Plan and adjusted for cost of 
living indexes. 

8. The City Council shall consider incorporating park redevelopment infrastructure 
planning as part of the 5-year Capital Improvements Plan. Minnesota Statutes 
specify that park dedication fees may not be used for maintenance purposes and 
therefore it is important for the City to continue to provide a separate budget fund 
for maintenance.  As the park system ages, there will be an increased need to 
retrofit existing facilities, as they will have aged beyond their useful life in the 
older parks.  Park dedication fees can be used to replace some facilities and 
infrastructure however, the City will need to establish other sources to pay for 
replacement of the park system facilities in fully development neighborhoods or 
park service areas.

9. The plan recommendations for future land dedication will be based on the park 
land need defined by the Delano Park and Trail Plan.  Active park areas shall be 
exclusive of wetlands, slopes exceeding 12 percent, ponding areas, or other 
features unsuitable for active park development.  The City may accept natural 
open space as part of the parkland dedication.  Selection of parkland for 
dedication shall be at the discretion of the City Council, based upon the policies 
and recommendations of the Parks Commission and Delano Park and Trail Plan. 

10. The Parks Commission will act as the steering committee to further investigate 
options and agency participation for development of natural resource corridors 
and the City’s trail system outside of the current planning area. 

11. The Parks Commission will work closely with the Planning Commission in 
reviewing proposed subdivisions for park and trail dedication requirements, 
including whether or not to recommend the dedication of land, or cash in lieu of 
land.

FUNDING MECHANISMS 

Financing the park and trail improvements will be a challenge for the City.  The 
acquisition and development of the park and trail system will not occur without adequate 
funding and taking advantage of opportunities as they present themselves.  Fortunately, 
in the short term, the City owns a significant portion of the land needed to meet the 
community park facilities identified in this plan.   
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The financing of the park and trail system will occur one of two ways, either by raising 
revenue or incurring debt.  Revenues provide the means to make investments in the 
park system and can be saved to finance improvements.  Borrowing money provides 
upfront funding and pledges to repay the dept.  A brief description of potential funding 
sources is provided as follows: 

Park Dedication. Pursuant to Minnesota State Statutes, the City requires the 
dedication of either land or cash, or combination thereof at the time that 
residential property is subdivided.  Dollars collected from park dedication fees 
represent the primary source of park and trail revenue.   

Property Taxes. The City has the ability to raise property taxes to help to pay for 
the park and trail system.  As this plan indicates, the current population has paid 
for more than their proportionate share of park and trail improvements.  However, 
this may not continue to the case.  In the event that future changes to the Parks 
and Trails Plan, growth projections, land areas subject to the dedication analysis 
or other changes occur, the park dedication will need to be reviewed and 
adjusted accordingly.  Property taxes are a means to raise revenue for the part of 
the park and trail system that should be borne by existing residents.  The use of 
property tax may be limited by overall financial management of the City or by 
State imposed levy limitations.

Special Assessments. The ability of a city to levy assessments for park 
improvements is governed by Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 429.  This statute 
defines eligible park improvements as “acquire, improve and equip parks, open 
space areas, playgrounds, and recreational facilities within or without the 
corporate limits.”  This definition would cover the vast majority of projects 
anticipated by this Plan.  A special assessment represents the portion of a park 
improvement costs levied against benefiting properties.  The special assessment 
tool must be reviewed carefully to identify whether historic park dedication fees 
have been collected and applied to the benefiting properties to ensure that 
owners are not charged twice for park and trail improvements.  Also, an analysis 
would need to be done to identify which properties receive benefit from the park 
and trail improvement as there must be a rational nexus between the charge and 
benefit received.  The typical method would be to levy an equal assessment on 
each benefiting parcel.  The assessment could be for all or any portion of the 
improvements.  At least 20 percent of the costs of the improvement must be 
assessed to gain the authority to issue bonds. If less than 100 percent of the 
costs are assessed, then park dedication fees, property taxes, or other available 
revenues would be needed to pay back the dept. 

Referendum – Voter Approved Bonds. The City may place a referendum on 
voter ballets for consideration by the public to support park and trail 
improvements.  Voter approved debt service levies are spread on the market 
value of property.  This funding mechanism is typically utilized for major 
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improvements such as a community center, athletic complex or to acquire high 
amenity park and recreation areas. 

Grants. The City should continue to apply for available grants for development 
of its Parks and Trails Plan through agencies such as but not limited to the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Minnesota Department of 
Transportation, Wright County, and any other agency.  Additionally, the Park 
Commission could proactively contact private foundations such as The Trust for 
Public Land, 1,000 Friends of Minnesota, McKnight Foundation, Metro 
Greenways and others to identify potential funding sources for the community 
park and trail system. 

Private Donations. Delano has strong groups of athletic associations, civic 
organizations, and private citizens willing to donate monies and labor to 
improving the City park system.  The City will continue to promote volunteerism 
and private reinvestment in the City park and trail system to stretch available 
park dollars.   


